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0ne     of      the     man¥     Prisoner~of-War     camps,"Kriegsgefangenën
Stalag'sL       that      were     maíntaíned      by      the      Germari      Äirforce,"Luftwaffe" f  was   Stalag  ljuft  1l1,   located  aabc>ut  90  miles   sQutheast
tJf     Berlin.     C}nB     captured     Allied     Airforc;e     Off ícers     would     be
prívileged  to  occup¥   this  camp.   There  would  be   about   10,000   Allied
Airmen  loclged  here  before  their  hosts  permitted  them  to  move  söüth.

At   f írst   the   occ:upants  wëre   all   Brit.ish  RAF   "Royal  Air   FQrceL
personnel .  They  were  held  in  what   later  i*ÏouH  become  t'm  Center  and
the   East    Compounds.    As    the   popularit¥   of    dropping   bombs    on    the
F.uropean   countrï7   side   grew,   ttie  Germans   were   forced   to  buíld  iï`ore
acc:omodatic)ns   fcff   the   iri.creasíng  numbers  of   guests.   Consequently   a
North  Compound  was   constructed  and   the  f irst  U.S.   airiï`Ër.  shGt   down
ïïid  capture.`3r    joíned   their   British   comrades   here.

The  North   Compound.   was   four   hundred   yards   sqüare,    bounded   b¥
two   parallel    eight    foot   barbed   wíre   fences    five   feet   apart   and
f illed  with  coiled  razor   sharp   cQncertina  wire.   Fifteën   foot   high
sentry  towers   [goon  boxes] ,  mounted  wíth  search  líghts  and  machíne-
guns  were  spaced  one  hundred  yards  apart.   The¥  were  manned  by  alert
and  sometimeg  vindictive   i}üards   twenty   four  hours  a  da¥+   A  -w'arning
raíl   onB   three   foot  high  and   ten  yards   ínside   the   fence  marked  a
no-mans   land.   Anyone   caught   in   thi.s  area  would  be  shst   íiïmediatel¥
wíthout   war-ning.   The   German   vorlager   [compound]  ,   was   to   the   North
wíth   a   highwa-y   rtinníng   parallel    to   the   fgnce.   This   vorlager   also
extended  around  Qn  the  East   sid.e.   The  West  ai-Hi  South  sides  were   the
only   logícal   direction   to   exit    a   tunnel    ínto   the   ínvitíng   heavy
woodh    Hc3wever    the    South   side   woüld   soon   be   cleared   to   build   a
ï=,ompQürHi   fcir   U.S.    airmen   onl¥.

Digging   tunnek   was   a   popular   sport   ín   aH   compoünds   and   had
proven   to   be  a   game  wíth   the  Kríeges   and   their   captors.   Althr,ugh
onB    about    ten    për`3ent    Qf     the    in-mates    wc>uH    ini±ulcje    in    Ë;uch
fc>olishness,    it   was   a  health¥  wa¥   to   e¥pend  excess   energ¥  withüüt
causing  tm  much  trc,üble.   Up  tU }   now,   there  had  been  rm  cSïnpleteB
su€cess£ul   tunnel   project   but.   there  was   alwa¥s   one  wQrkíng   in   aH

When   the   f írgt   RÄF   persc!nnei   wers  mo-ved   into   the   newly   í3-.Sened
t=ompounds .

Nrjrt.n  Coumpciundf   t.-he  Seriior  Ranking  Off icer,   a  Squadrfjn  L£aderf   was
detc3rmined   tü   leai-1   a   suc;cessfül   tunnel   enterprise.   HavínL]   alreadí.J
Ínade  tm  cjever  and  €1arin`g`,   *  hcipËlesË  escapes,   he  ï,ÜÍ3s  cörsïiíclei.ed1     -i-í~.++-`:t`r„|1    rtn    t-his    S-übïËr,-t.    itaYíïl8and   €iari~rl`g,     ¥Sl.   liljijE,ïüL,L,    _..+__.ú._

a_üt:mjrativË`   an`3   deterrr`íned   on   thís   s-übj.Ër.`t.   itat/íï"
e`Á:±`jerifÈnt=e£1     tuLrjneliers     ±&-.rid     e^5iï.3`£}e.     artists     at.     his
LIïiï-±i3L-1    a`n    ingeníijus    apï-jrc`ac;h    tü    this    endeclvJrt     HË

JL---~~--L     .~-:`Í^„1  Lir!Ësf,ï`ÏF€iv.      Thëy    WC3liia    bË     knïjÈï-Tdrl     b¥L:l*.È-jlj*a   !`   .'         llt--£-.----  +--_
(`^jc!ul{=1    £ta`ft     tïrirge     ti.iíriïíelí]    Ë3-ímultj3Lnecüäsí¥

to   t3e   t.ïte   most
:+ï     ni.~tcl!.3us      of
liíÉ3¥ïic!sal`.,      tïe     i=j
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trie   {=ode   names,   T{im,,   Di€k   and  Har-ry.   Tom  anLi  Dic.;.k  would   gxit   iri   ths
woods   +m   the   west.   Harry  was   the  most  ambitious,   being  three   times
thë    length    cif    the    others    and    exítíng-    in    the    wc>ods    ac:ross    the
highwä¥    tc}    the    riQrt..h.     These    tunnels   'w'ere    always    referred    tc>`  b¥
the,ir  cQde  names,   as  we  knew  tha+.  even   the  walls  had  very  big   ears.

Ä   survey   wacá   c:onducted   through    oüt    the   camp   and   thQse   with
specíal   talents,   such  as   pic:k-pock§ts,,     c:rjunterfeiters,   etc.,   were
in   great   demand.    Those   t^jithc>ut    special    talents,   but   were   wi].1íng
were  also  assigned  ceï-taíri.  tasks.   Mínërs,   carpenters,   electricians
and   engíne€jrs   were   good   prospectíve   tunnel   workers.    Taílors   were
ver¥   useful    in    converting    Allied   uniforms    íntc>   busines§    suit.s,
German  unift3rms   &nd   fcïreign   workers   c;1othes.   Artists  weï-e   employec5.
in  forging  fakë   identif icatíon  papers  and  Öther  related   doc;.uments.
German   speakiiig  Krieges   w€re   gívËm   the   cliff ícult   task   of   becüming
friendly  with  a   ferre+,   rGerman   Security  Guard] ,   and   start  him   ínto
ac€epting   bribes,    Ë!ventuall¥   this   would   result    ín   forcíng   hini.   tc>
furriish    badly     needed     items     suc;h     as     a     camera,      f ilm     [fQr     ID
pictures],   radio   and   parts   and   other   necegsary   contraband.    This
practice  was   referred  to  as   "taming  a  g.oon",   rather   than  the  dirty
worei      :'blackma\il"+      Otherg     wílling+      tG     c;ooperate     were     used      as•'penguins"   to   dispose   c}f    th.e   tunnel   sand   in  many   ingenious   ways.
"SttJliges",    were    lQc;ated    through-out    the    compound    to    watch    fc5r
ferrets  and  relay  messages  to   the  tunnel   lc>ok-out   if   any  were   seen
to  be  approaching  any  escape  activity.   All   operations  would   cease
untíl    the    all-clear    sígnal    was    seen.    This    securíty    system   was
dependent  upon  the   stoog-es  arrangíng  abort    [latrine] ,   windows   in  a
certain   code  memorized  by   the   stooges   and  other  workers.

In   each  block   [barracks],   there  were   some   locations   where
tunnel   entrances  could  be  opened  and  used  wíthout  detection.   These
places   had   caricrete    fc)undatic}ns    that    extended    to   wíthin    two   or
three   feet   below   the   grour,d   surface.   The  wash  room  drain,   kitchen
stove  base   and  the   stove  base   in  each   rcc}m.   These   room  stoves  were
just   a   f ixture   as   nQ   fuel   was   ever   furnished+

Secret   and  weil   con€ealed   trap  doors  had   to  be  built   first..
Tom's  entranc:e  started   in  t..he   kitchen  of  block   123  beneath   the

{=ook  st.ove  where  a   2x2x2   foc>t   square  of   €oncrete  was   chipped  out  of
t,he  f lcior   and  replac;ed  wi.th   a  reni.ovable   slab  that   was  dísguised   to
biènd   ín   with.   the   re§t   of   the   fioc!r+   TQm.  wouid   be   two   hundred   feet
lorig   arid   exi+,    i-fi    the   woQds   c!n   the   west   side.

Dick's   t,rap   c5_cior   in   blo€k   122   was   a   work   c!f   art.    In   the   wash-
rf3om      was   an    iron   g-ï-ating    through   whích   drain   water   ran   ínto   a
c;on€rete  well   three   feet   deep.   This   sump   never   drained   cc>mpletely
go   there   was   always   §oÏï`e   water    lef t   standing   in   the   bottom.    One
síde.  Qf   the  well   was   chipped  out  and  mGd.if ied   so   it   cíjuld  be   easily
Ï`emQved  a_ncl.   repíac3ed  at  wíll.    Back   in   place  wíth   the  Gracks   sealed
with   scaèp   arü±   wax,    water    iil.    the   bottQm,    Ë!.rate   back    ín   plac;e   arÄd
ev£n   the   keen€=st   f8:rret   wcjuld   not   .5uspec:t   a   thing.    Díck   was   tc}   be
iiug    t{jwaTd    Tc}m    and    could    eith,eír    bs    jc)ín€3cl    with    Tom's    shaf+.     or
c3o-ntin'`,ië   `3ri    tc3    the   wrjQds    ti=!-trie   west.^The    t}rircl    tiúr£ne.l,    Haï-r¥F    ï~'cïulgí    be    the    lorigsgiï,    arií:l.    the,    ín.3st

9`'mbit.ic3u:.3.    It   TmiüF.   c.Ïc`   nc!rth   and  n`.L`,.st   gc>   berieath   the   híghwaï'7    then
exi+.    ín    t_`'Í*   t-ti-i=*=3dth;    thr£e   hun!±Ïïed   fe§t    aS<ra¥.    It   was    st.a`rted    in   rr3i`:m
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t?3    of    Lilcick     104.     A    heating-stc!v-e    stc3cid    cjïi.    tíles     imbedded     in    a
Lic`ncr'ëte   `base   about   four   feet   square.   The   tiles   wt~±re   c;hipped   free
and   rËset    in   a   í=on{=ret.e   trap   dcjor.    The   crac=:k.`s   were   f=c>ncealed   wíth
a   }.!`ixture   c5f    Éïand   and   cliï-t   when   replac;ed.

N`3w  the   tunneling  wa.s  started.   'Ihe  Germy3in  scmnd  detect,3rs   'ÚtJould
reac;h   a   depth   cif   twent¥~five   feet,    so   the   ënt.rance   shaft   wQuid   go
to   tli.irty   feet   straicjht   d{3wn  where  a   large  roQm  was  built.   Thís  was
us£fJ.   f€]r    carpenters   and    operatr_>r£   of    thë   ventilating    eq-üipmerit.
Alsr+`   to   f ill    sackt3   and   boxes   cÈf    turinel    ,5and    to   be   ;±isposed   of    b-y
ilne   hundred   tG   t_t!rëe   `riundred   penguins.

The  ve`{itílatíng   s¥É:tem  was  made  ±.¥  tin   smiths  who   €c;nnected  Ëe-Li
Crr`ss    i±riec'i   miJ.k    and    liver    pate    cans    togetliëï`    using   paper    and
íiiargarine  to  seal   the   joints.   Thís  pipe  was  connected   to  a   beiiows
tna€5.e   fri'3m   ä#raps   fjf   c:anvas   gathered   through   out   the   compouni±.    Tï-ië
iend  `r_if   the  pipe  delívered  fresh  air   tc>   the  diggers  and  w`as  extended
a:3`the   tunnei    prc}gressed.   Ät    the   £`ther   end   cif    the   pipe   a   team   of
ïJumpers  faithfully  pun\ped  the  bellows   to  keep  the  diggers  alíve  and
hea-1 thy +

One.   day   a   b&Li.    {-.-ave-ir]    oc;cured    in   Dick.    The    shaft    was    aimest
fiilecl.   with    sand,     trapping   a    Canadian    mining   engineer    who    ha`d
•L-iesj.gnecl   all    three   tunnels.    With   a    lot   [3f    frantic   digging   he   Was
eventually   unc{)vered   before   smothering.

The    siÉes    Qf    the    tunnels    had    to   be    c{3mpletei¥    shored    with
bc}ards   formerly  used  as   bed   §lats   to  prevent   cave-ins.   With   three
t:unnëls    going,    this    required   many   many   bed    slats.    Although    the
majority  of   the  peï-sonnel   €onsidered   tunneling   stupid  and   a  wagte
of    time,    with    a    little    persuasiLin    from    the    right    people    t..hey
reluctantly   agreed    to    donate    sc}nie    of    their    slats    to    the    nobie
cause.   This  being  a  new  c;ompound  there  was  a   full   compliment  of  bed
slact§   to   u`se.   Never   the   less,    there  were  many  saggy   l=iunks  and   sc)me
t!ammt-jck.s    in    the   comp£:3und.

The   tunrjel    sand   was   yeiic}w   and   ít   was   quite   díff ic;ult   tc!   make
it  blenÉ!í  with   the  darker   tap   sc>il .   Many  clever   schemes  ëmerged   from
thiíi   pr{jbi.em.    Besides   míxing   ít   in   ,3n   the    sports   f ielfí,    the   mc7st
pcÏpulär  was  mixing   it   intQ   the  gardens   that   each   rGom  was   required
to   c;tilt.i`-,7ate.    Äfter   a   period   of    time   ancl   many   tcms    c}f    sand,    the
tj-arden§    outside    of    eac:h   w-indow    steadil¥    grew    in    elevaticm.    The
•`r}ther  prcjblem_  wit'n   t,he   sand,   whíle   easily  d-ü!ä.,    ít   was  ver¥  uiistablë
£,incl  prt3ne   to   cave-iris.   T'nis  necessítar.eëi.   the  ï=ünstarit   shoring.   The
díspo€`al   Grëw   ".ciengt-ting£,"   wciüld  we±ir   a  sausage   sa€k   d.3wn   the   inside
;.-u€    each    pant.     lËÍ±`.     ïfJli.en     these    were     f illed    with     sand,     he    wcjuld
`=:..=jisualJ.iï  'tüa.?`k   tc2   th_e   dígpc}sal   area.    8¥  pulling  a   string   tíeii   to   thë
'£jc!tt,om   í=if    the   äa_ckf     the   sar!_iJ{   wcj-iild   trickle    out   and    bË.   míxed    írito
t. i'i e    e x í `c.i t. Í. n L]-    s c3 i i  .

Tr,e    ele£:trícians    gathered    üp    od,ij.   piec;es    cif    wiring`   here    and
r.hÈ.j:-e.,     =áníï    }+_`y     re`Èrranging    mc5st     of     the    c!aiï`p    wiring-,     ac;c3umi,i`lated
€=j-ti{:!-iïrj`h    tcj   wire   eac;h   cjf    the    tunnel    shafts.

Ä   troll¥    track    was    iristalled    in   garjh    of    the    t`üni.iels,.    u5íng
nicïiclíngs   bcjrrQï^Ïed   from   incc3nspic.üi3u;3   if]cïat.iïjris   iri    the   bE!_rra.`7=ks +The.
trí]1ly    i?^aríd    bf3xes    werë    '#ïi=irk.5     €=if    art.         The¥    häd    ï-j§.íir`/ed     flaiiágrjd
ï*ji:!iidëït   whee,ls    fí  tt€]d   w'itri    "tiï.-es3,  "    rjut    f:ír`33ii.i.    t.ín   c;.-?+rig„     Th€   ii-Lí`b=S    haä
:+rjal.1     bë.3=.iriïi.ïj-=~`,     Smu€j-g,i  Ë!íi     in    'ï`jlj¥    3.     tfj.mË}    9rjl?fi.
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The    lead    díggi€r    la¥    full     leng-th   on    his    gicle   and    {=ine    elbGw,
chtjpping  awa¥  at   the   faceí   and  pushing  the  sand  back     to   the  riumber
t\¢[3     dígger     `wrio     la¥     ín     the     oppc!site     dírecticjn     wit.l^i    his      legs
ov`eriappíng   thE.    legs   cif    the   lead   díggerS   He   wcmld   place   the   full
sand   bt3-x    c3Ïi   the   trr_}lly,    `signal   by   pulling   on   a   cc>rd   and   the    sand
was   transptirtei.1,   +m   r,he   work   room.   Here   it   would   be   rjut   in   penguin
bag,s  anti  sent   to  tïi_e   t,op.   Cave-ins   were  a  constant  dariger,   burying
t.he   lead   t3iggerí   aiid   nuimber   two   woulcl.   work   frantically   to   unc;over
him..    The   men   w[`jrke.d   naked   as   it   wag   Ë;tifling   hot    in    the   shaft.    Ä
shower   wa.s   r*Fways   ava.ilable   and    the   diggers   would   wash   the    tell
tsle   sarH±   cjf f   immedíately   upon   surfacing.

The    fí-rst    sand.   was   cïut    away   May   4th,    1943f    appropriatel¥    by
Wally    FIQod„     the    Ïïiaster   mínd    cjf    all     the    tunnels.     It    was    cmly
f ittirü]  that  Harry  was   the   f irst   to  be  startëd.

At    this    tim.e,    there   were   many   Americans    in   the   ccmpound   who
worked    in    the    es!=a_pe    organization.     The    all     impc>rtant    securíty
stoc>ges   were   trained   and   over-seen   by   an  mï\erican   Colcmel   {=larke.
BeGause    of   my    injured   back,    I    coulcl   only   work   as    a   penguin   or
stc}oge,   and   this   for   not   an   extended  períod   of   tíme.

After   a   month   of   diggíng;   Tom,    Díck   and   Harry   were   all   about
seventy    feet    long.    Thís    being   the    ídeal    tíme   cif    the    year    for
esLia:Lïing`,     it    was    elec;ted    to    conGentrate    on    Tom   as    he    had    the
shortest  distance  to  go.  Ä  few  days   later  the¥  had  reached  the  half
wa.y   spot.,    so   an   enlarged   half-way   house   was   made   so   a   man   cQuld
tuin   around.   Tl-iis  was   judged   to  be   about   under   the  warning  wire.

Ma.ny  cither  projects  were  under  way  while   the  digging  was   taking
placïe.   The  fcT,rgery   department,   comprised  of   about   fífty  men,   would
provid.e   the   escapees   with   forged   ídentit¥   cards   and   phc>ny   pass-
pQrts.    It    was    named    '.Dean    and   Dawson,,"    after    the    large    English
travel    agency.    Most    of    their    badly    needed    supplies    were    beíng
f-iïrníg]ned  b¥   tame{±   gQons.   Pensf    brushes   and  c:olored   ínks  wË2re   also
furní§h€u.]   b¥   guards   who   had   ac:c;epted   coffee   or   c;hocolate   once   tc>o
c)ften.   The  verboten   [forbidden]   camera  and   f ílm  was   so!Ï`etime,s   used
tc}   Gatcli   a   ferret   in   the   a.c:t   of   acGepting-goodíes   from  a  Kriegie.
His    gc}`-33se    was    then    c;oc!ked.    The   paper    and    the   cards    rieeded   were
either   fijrriished   by   this   wa¥  or   taken   from   books    in   the   líbrary.,
furn_ished   by   the    lnternatirjnal    YMCA.    The    tame   gc>cms   papers    were
bcirrowed   and   copied.    to   the    slightest   detail,    Whoie    sheets   of
simulated   typewritíng  were   drawn  by  hand,   €omplete  wíth   ímperfect
letters,  b!ad  shífts  and  strike-overs.   Some  documerits  required  close
príntirig   and   whc>rls   of   engravíng.    Bibles   and   línen   cc>vered   boc>ks
bec;a`me  identificat.ic!rií  boc>ks.   One  docüment   needed   tcj  cross   the  Swiss
bGrder  was   sci   c:c»Ï`plicated,   ít   tciok  a  n`[aster   craftsman  wQrkíng   four
hcturs  a  daï7r.   Öne  mc}ntz.i   to  make  one.   Le,tter-heads  were  embossëd  wíth
d.esig_n.s   cut    into   toot_h-brush   'nandles.   German   eagles   snd   swastíkas
were   c:ut   f.rfim   rubbeï.   sht3e   heels.

Äin.   Ä`iistraliar,   kri€gíe   was   a   c;rafty    compass   maker.    The    cases
were   ma+i=iL€_.    frcün    brï!ken    È2hDii.Ggra`ph    records,     The    glass    fí`oiïï,    brcken
ï4;iridi`i``tws  aníJ   the  ïieei±les   f rc5ii.i  sewirig  needles   charged  b¥  rubbing   thëm

T?ie~taili-.-iï±    Shops   were    ï-i.mnii'ii=j`   f`j`il    tíiïie   iTïaking   i'.::iviliaLn.    suits
5-Tï\ri;i   c!i,jpiëä    c!f   t:r-!e   lfuftï!af.fg   unifiirm   fï-cim   t;!.A.F   unif`3ï-ms+    Man¥   Qf    the

{3rt.    a   magrie



tïme-r.-ít=ar.    k-ílaki     shirts    aï.id    pants    i,NTere    d¥ed    and    made    into    !iappËr

Map    m,akers     trat'_:3t±    diffe,rent    Ïïiaiís    an.3    ran    off     f=cjpie£    cjn    a
busiïiess   süits.

kríegie  Ïiiade  duplicat{3r.   The  geiatin   È=ame   from  fruít   jeH3  and   the
ink   frrjm  €r`ishëd   lead   rjf   índelihie  pencíls.L ----1     ,,-H      Q     hoÉ±-hive     C!f      ac:tivity.      TÏB{=€jmpotüncl    w'as     a    bee-hive     c!E     ac:tiviiy.      L„w

big  was   taking  plac;e   but   i:ouldn!t   pick  ïj.p   a
correctï¥   surmísed   that   Cc!lc.nel    Cla-rke   was
:.r`+i`/iFL   acj   assígned   a   ferret,    to   tail   him__         _,__,,1    Ä

'J_i  uLg      {J'`,        `-       .`-___

Very   important    in   the   activjty,    ao    asslgrleu   a    Lt=]...±.`,     `_     _
whare  ever   he  went,   After  a  da'.Ú  or   two  iif   thís,   tm  kriegíes  would
tafl   the,   German   taii.   Kni=iwing  we   were   on   tü   them.    the   tailíng  was
discmtínïied     and    C3i€jriel     Clark.e    was     allciwed     to     go     abLiut     his

A   new   `=ümpi:jund   was   being   c*9ri.struGted   cïn   the   south   side   c;f   the
?iefer:LouS   busiii.e,Ssa

-ricjrt`n  c,omp{3urid,   m   t:|is  elímínated  an¥   actívíty   in  that   dírectiom
Nr}È,   c>nB   thatf   büt   all   of   the  Americ;ans   wert_Ï   to   bë   moved   ínto   thís
c;omï`ouru3   upon   `=orr\pletion.    This   was    e¥.pected    to   'nap-pen   about    the
f iï`St,   cÈf    §e.pte.mber.    If    an¥   meríGans   were    going    to   prof it    frc}m
ï.heir   wör:5r.   on    the    r.um`ïelË;,    the¥   had   to   work    fast.    8¥   the   erid   L?f
t-`--      rrdn  +h`rl    iïis3t   r{`3ached   the   edge   of   the  WOQds,   So   it   Was   dëcided•... ____       tL^   r_ai-nians   decíded

All     iri    all,     the
f5ermans   knew-i3€jmething
c;lue   as    to   what.    They

had   just   r{`3ached   the   ecïge   LjL   iii€   w`Úu..r    ~_
ajght  up  arid  break  out.   At   thís  time,   the  Germans  decídedi     --JL--+f`Ä    ~ia@rinrï    the    woQCIS    bac;k    to`aíght   up   arid   breaK   out.   _M    liiio    üú..=~,     __

a  west   ccimi3oünd,   and   started   clearíng   the   woQcls   ba!:k   ti3
•iqc    ThË   Amaricans    wanted    to   go    an¥way,    and    tak.e    theíi-

Jiine,   TQm
t,c)  dig  str
tll   build
fifty    ¥ards.      l'fiË    AmeiiL;a"i3     wt^ .... `.`._      __     ~
L:hances   of   c:rawlinig   t{i   the   new  wood   líne.                                                   ._]    „-..------.-   r`r`arat-iíln   fin   Tc)m,   the   disposal   of   Sand  Was

ng  this   hurry-UP   C>Peratic}n   Qn  'lc)m,   LH€   uic,r`,u__    _  _
ritri   Every   c:onceívable   idea  was  used.   Some  was  carried   in
s   boxes   to   Dick   and   stored   temporaril¥.   When   Dick   became-        1      -1--       T+   ,,l-e   nniv   a   matter   of    time

Durl
top  pÏ.i®

fuH    it   was   stc>rëd  under   the  bunk[s.   It  was   onB  a  mattei   uL   iú .,,-
Red   Cross    Doxes    iLj    ulü.`    _.._   __

untH  thís  woiüld  be  discovared.   Äftër  Tom  was  tm  hundred  and  sixty
feet   lcm   the   inevitable  happened.   Ä   ferret  dís€overed   the   sand
hcjxes  under   the  bunks.   A  heavy  transport  wagon  pulled  by  horse§  was
brctught   in   arid  dríven   aH   arouncï   the   inE;íde  perimet"   hopíng   to
cause   the   tun.nel    to   collapse.   Not   accomplíshíng   thi.s,    each   block
was  systematicall¥  searc;hed.  The  f irst  search  proved  fruitle*   Tm
days   later   another   block    to   block   search   was   called.    The   goons
.füshed   into   each  block   shoüting   ''Äus,Aus  mit   uns"   a-nd   the   search
was  om  Finam  a  lüc,ky  ferret  accidentB  jabbed  hís  probe  rod  into
the   edge    of    Tom's    trap    door.        Tom   was    no   mt3re.     the    tunnel    wag-       `    '  --:Li~  -|Üv`a`n"a  ar,d  b|rjwn  up,   taking  part   of   the  buildíng  Wíth1- 2 1 1,       -, `- =  -

loaded  with  dynamite  and  bLrjwn
ít'.   AH     the     tuï.irie|     wc>rk    was     suspendedf     even    tnou"     |iiG     ±3 ---- ~

thc`ügm   t?3e¥   had   srjlved   theír   Ëjroblem.   Líttle   clíd   the¥   km"   that
twt)  mGïe   tunï"k  were  right   under   tbëir  noses,T^T:r`.íle   c{3£iiim-j    off    after   the   discciver¥   of   Tc>mí    a`nc}ther    esca-Pe

w#   plj3ïüiefí   a-ncl   eHxec-ütf..d.    T.nree   German   rif les   wer3   ca~rve`3   out    c3f
Tïl}Licid,    rJ`.¥Ë{-i    and.   prjlíshe.:l   t`=Ï    lt3rjk    aüthen_tíc.    Ä    "delousir"   paraíïïeï
L`jq.s   ä    g-tïari=igc-i    pa"   Üf    kriegigs   w--in,|i    were    taken    ïïiïto    the    Ge.ï-}fiari
\7Liï.-1ager,    striËiiied  and  dusted   w-ith£   delo.iitsing  powdëi-,    t-.ri€Ti   retuï.-nË3d
to     th.e    [-jt_|\rti~jc*.iriíï.     Th?.-ëe     krifi,gíes     ín    iï`Íatiiuf3c'türecl~    g`=ion     ünifc}rïïisï.
-;£iï_-T¥íïig    t:rie   w{=N3rit3Ïi   ï`if lt=s   mart=.+ie..±    t-wenti^J    fcFï`i.   cithëï    kriegie;-3    "t

Lt`,ë     .`iïa4të     an`±     tc      a     'i!iacjr+.      ïivË,Fcl     free±!=iïïi.      Twent.`i7          Were     qüíi=küf
`;ïïtü-rt+,'3ó    T+te   ijLïrtíer    thret3,   w€m    gciní=j   :^3€ve=al    rJäïïs.    C`iiir3   -v¥'a=`    GaptufË±d

even    t-nough    the    goons
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w'hile   tryíng   to  c,ross   the   Swíss  tït]rder.   The  cither   t-w-o  were   warmír"
up    a    Geriiian    äíï`pian€    cm     a    .riearb¥    airbase    when    detected     and
{=apturëd.

Tunnelirig.    w-ar=     agairi     started     in     Januar*      1944.     Äs     Dic;kk
breakc>ut   pciint   waLs   ntjw    ín    the   American   West   c:ompound7    Drily   Harry
remained.   Witr`   t.he  g-rQund  covereii  with  snQw,   the  sand   c""  ïi.ot   be
d.ísposed  of   in   the  usual   mannera   One   of   the   tunneiers  remembered   a
deep  excavation  that  was   left  under  the  kriegíe  büílt   theater.   This
wc)üH  accomodate  tcn"   of   sand.   A  removable  trap   door  was   installed
in   the    f lo!3rf    and    the    dísposal   problem   was    solved.    The   Germans
evídently   didn't    know    cif    thís    or   had    forgotten    fcff    they    riever
l{]oked   there..    Thiï`t,y    díggers   workíng   in    two   man   teams,    extended
Harry  about   tweM   feet   pei'   day.   The   f irst   of   February  a  half-.way
hctuse   was   carveci  fjut   at   one  hundrËd   feet.   The   expected   break-c>ut
point   in   the   c3over   of   the   wc>ods   shQuld   be   at   about   three   hundred
f eet .

The  digging  conditions  were  the  opposíte  of  surrmer  digging.   Now
the    turmel    was    c:c>ld   a.nd   dam.p.    To   make   matters   wc>rse   thë¥   had   no
mi3re   eíectríc   wire    to   extend    the   lightíng,    so   had   t..o   regort    to
using   margarine   lamps   whích   c;aused    the   tunnel   crews   to   cough   up
blai=k   phlem.   Sand   falls   were   a  dail¥   occurance.

Ä  sec;ond  half-way  house  was   chri§tened   the  middle  of   February
at  two  hundTed  feet.   It  was  calculated  that   this  half-way  house  was
under   the   far  boundary.

Lady    ljuck    Ësmilee[    on    them   one    day,     when    a    party    o£    German
workers  came   in  to  hc>cik-up   loud  speaker§,   so  the   insane  ravíngs   of
Hitler   and   Goebbels   could  be   broadcast   tïi.rough  out   the   compound.
Two   invítíng   cüíls   of   electric   wíring   suddenB   disappeared    into
thín  air.   T'ne  workers  were  afraid  to  report   it,   so  nothír.g  wa5  done
about   ít   at   that   time.   Later,.   when   the  wire  was   found   in_  Harry  by
t.ne  GestapcL    three   of   these   workers   were   shot.   This   good   fortune
a`fforded   the   entíre   shaft   te.   be   brightl¥   1íghted   to   the   diggíng
face.   The  Unter-Off icier   in  charge  of   goon  securit¥  knew   somethíng
was  amisg.   The  tunnel  engineer,   the  penguin  leader,   security  leader
and  ten  of   the  key  diggers  were   transf erred  to  another  Stalag  many
miles   away,   where   l'm   sure   they   ccintínued   theír   favorite   g-ame.

March  8,1944   the   last  oim  hundred  foot   section  was   finíshed  an
a   larger   chamber   .was   con£:truc.ted   at   t-nís   end.    NCN   the   shaf t    was
carved   gtra.íght   up   to   freedom.   Ladders  were   f itted   to   the   side  as
it   pror±ttessed   upward.   When   the¥  hít   tree   r{3c}ts   thëy   f igurerJ   übiJut
two  feët  remained  til  the  äurface.   The  reQf  was  bc!arded  upj  ani3  wciuid
be   dug-i=,ut   the   níg.ht    of    tïftie   Lireak.

?`4aï-€!ï   H   e,vëï`¥+.-?-iing  was   go   exc;ept.   the   weather.    It   was   decídëd
tQ  wait   until   aH   conditL3ns  were  fa.vorable.   March  24_th,   Rog.er  Bugh
ï'¥avr3    t,hë   go    fo-r    that    ni!+ráïht.    Twc]   hundre.d   and    twenty    luc'Á-y   peoplË
weï`e  È:lated   to  g`3  cüh   Bush  personall¥  `=hose  síxty  workers,     twen.ty
more  were,  pii=k£d   t`tï   se€ret   ballrjts   and   c3ne  li.-üridred   s`nd   f€3rt-i7   nam,es
were   dï--äïjïrri    frGi-;`,   a   hat   of    about   f ive   hundred.    Forty   men   wc}uff   bu¥
t.ra.in   tjckets    tj\it    t,he    rest   must   walk    ac:r\3s3    ccjuntry    toward    t?"
€zec,h    b{Jrder     giïxt`]'    Ïïiile,s     awa¥.      AH     {]f     the    phcm¥     aïi.d     forgËd
``itjcuïr,eritg     hai-1     +.o     be      staiï`pe.r3     and_     dated     ag`     Qf     th&t     t-,i4at£.      Ïscirrie
eg,C3.apË3.e£   i¥WTer€j    to   gcI   Cm.    as   forei9ï`   Ttiïi`]rker"    Söme   as   ïlïjuträ!i-3f     f30Ïïffi
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-ïá   `1erman   OffiGials,    soldiëi-s   aÁ-id   cïv]lians.   AH   documer,#   had   to

thefaËÈgï==,Ë::ïbeËiuÈïet=aËï?rsáf,Ë:i?esä=rËáuäáddË5?:??Ë.ËdatQo„

f it   his   disgüíse.

tht-ee   ínches+   This   wouW  be   left   untri   nightfaH   to   cjpem
Eati'h  man  woum   'i]e  on  a  plank   laid  on   top  cjf   the   m"  boxes

äncl  be  .pulled  m  the  face  by  the  preceeding  escape"  wÏ#  wouti  then

At   8"   pm   March   24,    1944,    the   f irst   escapee   descended   the
ctimb   the   ladder   to   frfledom.

1adder    W    the    trc>ll¥   below.    He    war£   a   natü   c;ivilian   suit    and
L`arried  a  brie£   c;aE,e.   The   sef3ond,   dressed   as   a   wc>rkii`an   fc>llowed   on
his  beels.    Bc]ger   Bush,    €arr¥ing  an   attache  case   ar`d  dressed   "   a
{]rsy   herring-'rjoïie   busíneL*    s'üit,   wïth   black   overcoat   aLnd   hat   Tftïas

Theï-e  was  gome  dela-y  ÏéjhËn   the  rGcif  boards  w"H  not   coiï`e   lüose.
aiï\ong   the   f írst   f ive..

FinalB   the   hole   wa5   oLiened   arid   sweet   fresh   aH   p(jured   dc!wn   the
shaft  m  t'rirjse  waití"  below.   The  diggeï-cautiousB   stuc=k  "  head
m  ar[d   fourid  he  wa§  ten   feet  short   c>f   the  wood*   and  oi-íl¥   f ifteen

The  f írËt  mar.  crawk±  to  a  bruËh¥  fence  paying  out  a  cord  #  he
vard.s   frc>m   a   sentr¥   tower.

went`    The    sentr¥    guards   were    `wtatc:hing    the    compQund    with    theH-±Ë3ar#hm"  arid  nëver   lookË3d  back+   Two  sentries  patrolled  back.  and
forth  alc7ng   the   fenGe.   When  bot-n  were  ctut   of   "h    the  cord  was
tugged   as   a   signal   Íc>r   the   next   man   to  pop   out   c>f   the  hole   líke   a
ïüole,   a-nd  E;cu"  ti3  the  wGQds.   Only  twenty  men  gc>t  *   m   the  f irst
hctur.   They   were   aH    gc>ing   b¥   traír.   from   the   rai"#   stat.ion   at
Sagam   a   half   a   míle   away.    It   became   c>bvious   that   onB  a   hundred
men   woüld   get   out   bef{j¥e   da¥1icjht.   Two   bad   sand   fa"    1ost    them
íibc>üt  an  hour  and  a  half .   the  trollys   3uïï\ped  the   track§   and  an  air
ï,did  cjn  Berlin  nínety  miles  awa*   caused  the  electricít`_7  ü  W  cjff .
Lamps   nm  had   tli  be   iïssd  wthich   c;aused  maiT¥  more   dela¥fi

At   a.boti    4:30    am.    thë    t`3wf±r   sentr¥    shoüted    te   a   patrtJHing•---   i-tr`a   +ni^ÍÉï.ï   |aader,    arid   the   sent.ry  descended   and~        L     t.^      +nr-nad     al-C}Unclabc>ut      ¥:~ïu      U .,.,.        _T
i#hQ  went   up   the   tower   laader,    arid   tne   bt=£i.íz   ___
toward    the   hole.    When   within   fo~ij.r    feet    he    türned    ai-ciuncl
thë   fence   and   sqúatted   down.   Äfter   abcjut   f ïve   minütgs   he

acj'£  m  h#   t¢wer.   At   5:am,   it  was  decided  tt`_at   *   was  ggtti.ni¥
gm    T+iree  m`-jre   meri   f_`rjuld   gcu    tïien   the   esca-pe   was   cjver.    As
ír{Ï  man  di5=ippgared  de,wn   the  tunnel ,   the  c3rack  ef  a  rj.f le  w.as

Tm   men   hacl.   reac3hed    tïie   fenc81ine,    anrlther   was    crawlingL-t+      anfi    .q   fourth   män   had    j-üst   emerg.ed   fï-oïn   the   hoieí.   .     __       ,Ï^    rTa`,a    +,W:,j    quíck    tug.S

güard ,
walked
f a c; i rl 9
•^Íent   b
tí)o   ii
the  t-h
beard.      TWC)    mt3Ïi     iáaLá     L_._~._
t!ati   \tl¥    tr.3    it,    anfi   a   fourth   män   had    ii-üst   en`t3|gt=u    .h__.,_
wl-ieri   +.tm   gígnaler   saw  8`   guard   apprQac'hing.   He   gave   m   quíck   tugs
cm   tft  cïcT!'rcï  m]  thË!¥  aH   frrïzë.   The  guard  wal`Ked  ü  wftm  eigl`.teep.
im£`nss   !j£    tTíie   hrj'Le£    ti`jhen   he    saw   the   mar.    la¥ing   half-Wa`/   ü    t-"
feil_c'ËÈ+   He   mmi3  hff   rif lë  to   s`r`o{jt,  aní3   trie   £ignaieï`    3umped   ü   `íl#
feet   arid  Ë5hi3ütei3_   "Ï=ii_fjht   5i=hl€ssen,   Ï{icht   sc.hl€sse,n  ptjsten/'    BOH
s'nm ,.   don' t,   s.ncicit   {-juai:d]  í   H3 s   s'ölot  w-3nt  wi ld  and   the   feuï-krieg-Le3
}ais€.5`   thei-í~   aï-m€s.    5hinint=   híÈ    ËlashligFit   down    "h   the   tiglë¢    he
w-a$   1o`=,kiïtg    m   tm   fai=ë   \3f    the   ëighty~f irst   äsí€aper+    Iie   thert   !=jlewím   vïhiE,t}e,   -whB'ri   tïï-i3iáght   `3\iäi-d£i   i`Ücnning   f-j_-Gm  aH   dH#""

Äfte`f    ten   =j!|.',1   a   t-ialf   iï!Í_3ntïl£sp    F.t3r'i`*    1ife   `.#   ot\r€3r.
Tn     bl-jc*x     mL     :p..mgÉrt     vjï=ï-e     fränt-i£=a*     bï`i.rni_ng     p3t=}e*

je`ïtF-=1-±71ï-i[=     *m„3Ï*     =n*S    ïï  '3.iíliï3+     tiï`e     L3£`flilan     aïld     ï3t`#^     fsst=arl8


